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American Indians
and the Civil War

More than 20,000 American Indians
fought in the Civil War.
Thousands of Indian civilians were
swept into the conflict
on their homelands.

Mohican Stockbridge-
Munsee Indian,

Jonas Davids,

in the Union Army.
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In a war that freed enslaved African
Americans, most Indian people fought
to stay free in a land once theirs alone.




Mohican Stockbridge- Minsee
Indians are sworn into the US Army
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Maj. Jo Ann F. Schedler, US Army, retired
Mokhican Nation, Stockbridge-Munsee Band

From the Menominee, Ojibway, Potawatomi, and
Ho-Chunk ufio had lived in the Great Lakes region for
many years to the more recent arrivals—the Oneida,
Mokhican Stockbridge- Munsee, and Brothertown—the
indigenous people from Wisconsin sent several hundred
men to fight for the Union Army. Some were killed in
battle, some died from disease, and some were captured
and died in prison camps. Many wrote letters home,
providing us with windows intotheir service, their
commitments, and their lives as Union soldiers.

In the years prior to the Civil War, many American
Indians were forced to leave their homelands. Tribes were
often divided as they were pushed west of the Mississippi.
Some resisted removal and stayed in Wisconsin while
others joined tribal groups outside the state or returned
again to Wisconsin. By 1860 the native population in
Wisconsin included the Menominee, Ojibway,
Potawatomi, and Ho-Chunk tribes as well as the Oneidas,
Stockbridge-Munsee and Brothertown tribes who

had migrated from New York.

Mohican Indians of the
Stockbridge-Munsee band
swear intothe US Army.
Who werethey and

whydidthey foin?
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Prior to the Civil War, the Menominee,
Oftbway, Potawatoms, Ho-Chunk,
Onefda, Stockbridge-Munsee, and
Brother toun tribes ltved in vilages along
the rivers and lakes of Wisconsin,
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Wisconsin’s American Indian service during the Civil
War is little known. In his 2005 article, “Unwanted in

a White Man’s War,” Russell Horton wrote that “an
estimated five to six hundred American Indians from the
Badger State, out of a total native population of 9,000,
joined the Union Army during the war.” Most Indians
were not US citizens at the time and were not called

to enlist at the beginning of the war. Who were they

and why did they join the Union army?
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In 2009, in an cffort to recognize Civil
War veterans buried in Woodlawn
cemetery in Shawano, Wisconsin, I found
outmy great-great-grandfather Stephen
Gardner and his brother Simeon were
soldiers in the Civil War. My cousin
Roger Miller and I helped with the
re-dedication ceremony alongwith other
Mohican Veterans and local veterans
groups. The ceremony was conducted by
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil
War Old Abe Camp # 8. I came away
very proud of my ancestors and had
many questions. How many other
Stockbridge-Munsce men participated

in the Civil War? Whatwas life like in
1861 - 1865 in America’s Civil War for

the Stockbridge and Munsee people?

The Wisconsin Indian Civil War story

is documented from the soldiers’ own
letters, pictures, family histories, and
tribal histories. For decades, few family
and tribal members knew that their
ancestors fought in the Civil War. Fewer
still were aware of their service or
sacrifices. Most did not even know that
their forefathers were involved in this
conflict. With the 150th anniversary of
the war, however, many Wisconsin native
people now know these stories. I would
like to share their stories withyou here.

Awthor Jo Ann Schedler, and

her cousin Roger Miler participate
in a ceremony honoring fellow
Stockbridge-Munsee Indians

who served in the Civil War.
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soldiers fougit
in the Stege

of Petersburg,
Virginia.

The Bad River Chippewa Nation refers to itself as “Chippewa.”

There are six federally recognized tribes in this group—some
call themselves Chippewas, others Ojibways. Throughout its
tribal history, the Bad River Chippewa have cither fought for
or against the United States, During the Civil War, when

the Union called for volunteers, their response was
“conspicuously notable” according to Bad River historian
Barb Bell. The Ho-Chunk tribe responded as well, sending at
least 10 members to battle for the Union, according to the
Ho-Chunk Veterans Service Office.

The Menominee, one of the larger Wisconsin Indian nations,
contributed a number of soldiers to the Union effort, as
documented in the Menominee Tribal Historic Preservation
Office’s 2010 book, Menominee Veterans, A Photo History of
Our Land, Our Battles, Our Viaories. Company K of the

37th Regiment, consisted of 71 Menominee men. Many “men
took their war bundles with them” for protection, the authors
wrote, and the Indian soldiers frequently participated in
drum and warrior dances.

On July 23,1864, the Menominee men and remnants of
Company K joined the rest of the 37th Wisconsin Infantry
regiment in the sicge of Petersburg, Virginia. On the morning
of July 30, the Menominee soldiers participated in the

o

ill-fated Battle of the Crater along with Anishnaabek
Indians of Company K, 1st Michigan Sharpshooters
(their story is told elsewhere in this book). Six
Menominee were killed in action, five were captured
and died in prison camps, and eightwere wounded.
In total, between 1863 and 1865, 141 Menominee

men fought for the Union.

Elsewhere in this volume, authors have posed the
question: why did American Indians fightin the

Civil War? Alan Caldwell, Commander of the

Veterans of the Menominee Nation, suggests possible
reasons why Menominees fought in the Civil War

and why they have enlisted to fight in other wars.

He points out that that historically American Indians
have the highest volunteer rate per population for
military service of all racial and ethnic groupsin the
United States. He believes that carrying on the “warrior
traditions found in Indian culture, family traditions of
military service, economic reasons, a sense of adventure,
and a sense of obligation to their family, tribe, and
nation” are among the factors for indigenous military
service. In addmon, Caldwell notes that many treatics

signed in the 1800s contained loyalty caths requiring
tribes to “come to the aid of the United States™

With warrfor
tradttions as a part
of their cultures,
American Indians
havelonghadone of
the highest rates

of volunteerism for
mditary service inthe
country. Pictured
here is Amiskquew, a
Menominee warrior
inthe18q0s,
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In The Froquois m the Civil War, Laurence M. Hauptman
notes that between November 1864 and March 1865 a
major smallpox epidemic devastated the Oneida people
(part of the Iroquois Confederacy of tribes) in Wisconsin,
causing a population decline of around 5 percent. An early
1860s drought and a severe winter caused further hardship
for the Oncida economy. Hauptman writes thatona
reservation of about 1,100 residents, “military service,
despite the risk, became a way out of their desperate

At Vicksburg,

skdled Menominee -
camonfiaged with \ ‘cs :

brush andleaves, : as T
crept alongthe ground R Pa
to provide cover for ,
Unfon soldiers digging
trenches within yards 'y

economic condition.” Bounties of $300 or more for
three years of service in 1863 and 1864 provided even
more incentives for enlistment.

Some Oneidas enlisted in the 3rd Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry and 49 joined the 14th Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry. According to Hauptman, “The Oneida troops
were members of a much traveled unit; some on detached
service in different theaters of the war. Indians died

in Cairo, Illinois; Atlanta, Big Shanty, Rome, Georgia;
Montgomery and Spanish Fort, Alabama; Keokuk,
Louisiana; and Memphis, Tennessee.” One Oneida,
Henry Hill, was wounded at the Battle of Spanish Fort

in Alabama on April g, 1865, and was one of the last
casualties of the Civil War. Loretta Metoxen and Reggie
Doxtator, Oneida Nation historians, stated that 147 Oncida
men foughtin the Civil War, reporting that “Of these men
46 were killed, missing in action, or died of discase.”

The Seige of Vicksburg, Misstssippt






